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November 30, 2013 

Life Threatening Accident Injuries To Toronto Police Constable Should 

Involve An Independent Review 

Constable John Zivcic of the Toronto Police Service reportedly sustained life-

threatening head injuries in a collision at Bloor Street and Neilson Drive earlier this 

afternoon, Saturday, November 30, 2013. It is reported that his cruiser was involved in a 

collision with another vehicle while responding to a call and that he was ejected from his 

unmarked cruiser. At a news briefing police indicated that Ontario’s SIU would not 

become involved because the other driver only sustained minor injuries. 

Given the number of police and private citizens who have sustained major injuries and 

death in incidents where police are responding to a “call” there is reason for an 

independent inquiry. In the present case, photos at the accident site show that a traffic 

signal standard had been knocked over after it had been severely deformed by an 

impact. As that standard was in the travel path of the cruiser we believe it was the police 

cruiser that was involved in that impact. There is also evidence that at tree was struck by 

the cruiser. It is also noted that the cruiser had also been involved in an impact with 

another vehicle. Finally, the rest position of the cruiser does not appear to be near the 

intersection where the struck standard must have been located and therefore it had to 

travel some distance before it came to rest. 

When we tally up all this evidence it suggests to us that the cruiser was travelling at high 

speed when the impact occurred. This was an unmarked police cruiser and it raises the 

question whether its speed and lack of markings played a role in the collision. These 



questions should not be left unanswered like they continue to be whenever there have 

been investigations of similar incidents in the past. Such questions need to be addressed 

by a body or persons who are independent of the police who obviously may have a 

conflict of interest in the findings. 

November 29, 2013 

Snowfall & Poor Road Conditions This Week Not Evenly Applied To All 

Areas Of Southwestern Ontario 

Winter has stormed in with vengeance in the London, Ontario area in the past week as 

snow squalls streaming off the clear waters of Lake Huron caused large quantities of 

snow to fall in localized areas while producing almost no snowfall in others. 

The photo below shows Highway 402 just west of the Lambton County border and it 

shows that very little snowfall existed as the snow squalls passed just to the west of this 

area. 

 

View, travelling westbound on Highway 402 just west of the Lambton County border, 
showing a lack of snow cover on the roadsides. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/31.jpg


Even on the secondary highways such as Highway 22 the road conditions west of the 

Middlesex-Lambton County border were quite comfortable as shown in the photo below 

taken near Nauvoo Road and Egremont Road (Hwy 22) yesterday. 

 

View, looking west on Egremont Road (Hwy 22) just east of Nauvoo Road in eastern 
Lambton County, Ontario 

As drivers progressed eastward on Egremont Road (Hwy 22) it became apparent that 

snow cover increased on the road sides as shown in the photo below.  

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/51.jpg


 

Travelling eastward into Middlesex County demonstrated an increase in snow cover but 
also some road signs were still covered with snow making it difficult to advise motorists 

of important issues. 

Further complications develop when snow is not removed from the shoulders of a 

highway because a driver that needs to stop is unable to move away from the travel lane 

such as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/8.jpg


 

Stopping a vehicle on a “roadside” where the shoulder has not been plowed meant that a 
vehicle was actually partially in the travel lane such as shown in this photo. 

At highway speed many drivers are not able to detect a stopped vehicle in a traffic lane 

when they do not expect such a happening. Their sudden brake application could cause 

problems for drivers behind them or their attempt to steer into the opposing lane could 

cause them to encounter opposing traffic such as the large transport truck shown in the 

photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/61.jpg


 

A driver attempting to pass a vehicle that is stopped partially in a travel lane may 
encounter opposing traffic such as the large transport truck that is seen approaching in 

this photo. 

Evidence of the heavy snowfalls in western Middlesex County could also be seen in the 

trees such as those shown in the photo below on the side of Highway 402. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/7.jpg


 

View of snowfall remaining on the trees of the roadside of Highway 402 in western 
Middlesex County, Ontario, November 28th, 2013. 

In the vicinity of western London, Ontario the evidence indicated that this was the area 

hardest hit as the streamers of snow coming from Lake Huron progressed through 

London and further south toward St. Thomas. Views such as that shown in the photo 

below were common throughout London’s western neighbourhoods. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/21.jpg


 

Evidence of large snow falls in the western portions of the City of London, Ontario on 
November 28th, 2013. 

Certain parts of the London landscape were almost magical as it brought out those who 

were more interested in the winter wonderland rather than paying attention to the 

dangers of traffic. Below is a view that might enchant any driver or viewer…but look 

closely in the distance. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/9.jpg


 

In certain areas London appeared to be a winter wonderland, ready for Christmas, and 
this hypnotic state can lead to a false sense of security to both drivers and pedestrians. 

A driver travelling along this low-volume road would not expect to see pedestrians on 

the road just past the bend as shown in the photo below. A young couple, more attracted 

to themselves and their surroundings may not recognize that they are a target for 

approaching vehicles whose drivers may have difficulty avoiding them on a slippery 

road surface. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/17.jpg


 

Drivers and pedestrians can be equally distracted by the uniqueness of the environment 
and fail to detect each other, resulting in a possible tragedy. 

The early snowfall and difficult driving conditions are a reminder to all that Christmas 

should be spent at home amongst family and friends and not in a hospital…or 

somewhere worse. 

November 27, 2013 

Maximum ABS Braking Tests With Cadillac DTS On Gravel Shoulder of 

Clarke Road in London 

In continuance with our series of braking tests on various road conditions we have 

conducted testing with a 2001 Cadillac DTS on the shoulder of Clarke Road, north of 

Fanshawe Park Road, in north east London on November 20, 2013. This testing 

compliments our previous testing reported on this webpage involving a 2007 Buick 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/211.jpg


Allure and a 2012 Ford Fusion also conducted on gravel shoulders. The full article can 

be accessed on the Articles webpage of this site. 

November 25, 2013 

Fatality on Highway 19 Near Tillsonburg May Involve Pre-Crash Vehicle 

Loss-of-Control But Lack of Information Not Helpful 

It remains a fact that official agencies continue to withhold information about fatal 

collisions for unnecessary, unexplainable reasons. A fatal collision on Highway 19 north 

of Tillsonburg, Ontario, on Sunday, November 24, 2013 is just another example of that. 

The collision in question reportedly occurred at approximately 8:45 a.m. on Highway 19 

just north of Ostrander Road. The 19-year-old female driver who died in the crash was 

identified as Skylar Hyndman of Tillsonburg. The latest media information, as of 0900 

hours of November 25th, is that police are “continuing their investigation into the 

cause…” and witnesses are being sought. 

The only factual information made available about the crash was a single photo taken 

from the roadside toward the two vehicles at their rest positions. While such a photo is 

better than nothing, obviously the photographer must have been in a position to take 

other photos or at least a photo showing some of the direct-contact damage could have 

been provided. However it is clear to us as professional reconstructionists of such 

accidents that the photo was purposely selected not to show any of the evidence that 

would reveal what might have occurred. The photo was taken at such an angle that it did 

not show the areas of direct damage to either of those vehicles. Never-the-less, certain 

information can be obtained. 

The fact that a driver was killed limits the number of possibilities, although improbable 

and rare situations could alter that fact. If the collision did not occur at an intersection 

of another road then the most common happening is that this was a collision between 

two vehicles approaching each other from opposing directions on Highway 19. When a 

collision occurs near a roadway centre-line there is a higher probability that the crash 

will involve a 50% overlap of the mutual, left-front ends of the vehicles and that they will 

spin off to opposite sides of the roadway. It is clear from the single photo that this did 

not occur. Both vehicles appear to have come to rest on one side of the road. 



A vehicle pointing sideways and partially on the road surface would appear to have 

severe damage to its right side. Combined with the fact that both vehicles came to rest 

on the same side of the road leads to the likely probability that the vehicle with the 

severe damage to its right side had come into a state of pre-crash loss-of-control. It is 

very improbable that both vehicles in a head-on collision would enter that state of loss-

of-control therefore, the most probable scenario is that the vehicle in the ditch that is 

shown pointing parallel to the roadway likely contained damage to its front end. 

It is interesting to note the efforts of the photographer to prevent showing a view of the 

damage to the front end of the vehicle in the ditch. A detached front bumper cover that 

was lying on the road was used by the photographer as a screen as the photographer 

brought the camera down close enough to the ground so that this bumper cover blocked 

the view of the damage to the vehicle’s front end. To us it becomes a curiosity why 

someone would do that. Certainly, we might want to protect family and friends from 

being disturbed by seeing the damage but it has been our experience that most family 

and friends actually want to know what happened more so that being protected from 

that information. On many occasions where we have attended such an accident site we 

are approached by such family and friends and they are gratefully when we are there to 

explain the meaning of the evidence. So what other propose does it serve to take such 

extra efforts to prevent the public from knowing what happened? 

It was reported that only one person was killed and a passenger of one of the vehicles 

sustained non-life threatening injuries. That information presents further questions. In 

a serious head-on collision that results in the death of a driver the required collision 

severity should cause at least “some” injury to the other driver. Yet it would appear from 

the media reports that the other driver was not injured; that is unusual. Did police 

simply fail to provide injury information to the news media about this other driver? Or 

was the collision not as severe as expected to cause the death of a driver? 

We would also have to ask, given the two vehicles, which one would likely contain the 

deceased driver? The short answer, neither. The vehicle with the severe damage to its 

right side is less likely to cause the death to a driver because the driver would be located 

on the opposite side of the vehicle. Yes, if a driver was unrestrained or if that driver’s 

upper torso slipped out of the shoulder belt then this would negate that probability. But 

with the lack of available evidence we are left to consider the most likely possibilities. 



If the deceased was the driver of the vehicle with the front end damage that was stopped 

in the ditch then this would also be unusual. How could we expect this to occur while the 

driver in the vehicle with severe side damage was able to avoid injury? 

So both possibilities provide problems for explaining how this fatality occurred. This is 

why it would have helped had more information been provided by either police or the 

official news media, or both. 

The windshield wipers were in the up position on the windshield of the vehicle struck in 

the side and the visible portion of the road shows some wetness and possible light, 

slushy snow and this could indicate that road surface conditions could have been at the 

threshold of icing up. Of course, without being able to examine the rest of the road one 

cannot know whether this is factual as other actions, such as those of snow clearing or 

salting could be an issue. Another photo taken along the length of the road might have 

provided some clarity. 

So, in totality, the lack of information about this collision was unnecessary. It prevented 

those persons close to the involved persons from knowing what happened and it 

prevented the public from understanding why this important event occurred and how it 

could have been prevented. 

November 24, 2013 

Snow Storm Causes Numerous Accidents and Claims Life in London 

Ontario 

The London Ontario region is familiar with the traditional seasonal snow squalls that 

stream off of Lake Huron and cause variable snow conditions on area roads. Yesterday, 

November 23, 2013 was a reminder that those variable conditions can lead to traffic 

problems and deadly collisions. 

Saturday morning saw weather conditions deteriorating across the City to varying 

degrees. The photo below shows a typical view of Dundas Street East in the late morning 

of Saturday where the driving conditions were generally reasonable. 



 

View, looking eastward along Dundas Street in east London in the late morning of 
November 23rd showed that driving conditions were not bad as the road surface was 

wet and visibility was generally acceptable. 

On some of the major roads the salt trucks had been out and one could see the salt 

pellets on the surface such as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/11.jpg


 

On major arterial roads such as Dundas Street the salt trucks had been out and the salt 
pellets could be seen on the road surface. 

Yet, on more secondary roads where the plows/salt/sand trucks had not been out, the 

road surfaces were sometimes like sheets of ice, particularly at intersections. Such 

varying conditions are what made the perception of road conditions difficult for many 

drivers. The glistening of an icy road surface can often be misunderstood as only a wet 

road surface. 

A number of problems occurred on Highway 401 between Highbury Ave and Veterans 

Memorial Parkway, including a major pile-up that involved over 20 vehicles in the 

eastbound lanes. The problems that these drivers experienced could be appreciated 

when we travelled along Veterans Memorial Parkway (VMP) toward the interchange 

with Highway 401. The photo below shows how the visibility and road surface 

conditions deteriorated as we travelled onto the westbound exit ramp from the VMP 

onto Highway 401. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/2.jpg


 

Road surface conditions and visibility worsened as one travelled southward along 
Veterans Memorial Parkway toward Highway 401 on Saturday morning. This view is at 

the westbound exit ramp from the VMP onto Highway 401. 

Upon entering to travel westbound on Highway 401 it was obvious that a snow squall 

was in effect and visibility ahead became quite difficult. The photo below shows a view 

upon the approach to the Victoria Road overpass and its reduced visibility is evident. 

Drivers in the right lane stayed at speeds of about 40 to 50 km/h. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/3.jpg


 

View, looking west along Highway 401 and approaching the overpass of Victoria Road 
just east of the Highbury Avenue interchange. A snow squall made visibility difficult and 

the road conditions deteriorated. 

Unfortunately, drivers coming into the area who had not previously experienced the 

snow squall were driving much faster and were using the two left lanes to pass the much 

slower local traffic. In the photo below we see a faster-moving SUV whose driver had to 

apply his/her brakes to adjust to the slower traffic ahead. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/4.jpg


 

Westbound drivers entering the area where the snow squall existed were travelling 
much faster than the local traffic and some drivers, such as the SUV driver in this photo 

had to brake suddenly upon recognizing the different road conditions and reduced 
speeds. 

As the visibility conditions varied it was sometimes extremely difficult to see a short 

distance ahead such as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/5.jpg


 

Varying visibility and road surface conditions are an exceptional problem for large 
trucks because the drivers of passenger cars sometimes attempt to squeeze in front of 

them or simply come to an abrupt stop without recognizing that such a large truck needs 
a much longer time and distance to change its speed. 

When visibility conditions change quickly it becomes more difficult for the drivers of 

large trucks to adjust for the actions of smaller passenger car drivers who are sometimes 

ignorant of the fact that trucks need a longer time and distance to change speed. When a 

passenger car driver steers into the lane in front of such a large truck in poor weather 

and then applies hard braking it becomes a potentially deadly situation as the truck 

driver may not have the necessary time and distance to slow down yet he also needs 

much more time and distance to change the travel direction of the truck. It becomes a 

dangerous situation for both the passenger car driver as well as the truck driver since a 

loss-of-control truck can be deadly to everyone else near it. 

Later on Saturday there was a report of a fatal collision that occurred near the 

intersection of Hyde Park Road and Sunningdale Road in the north-west of London. 

Details about the incident are still scarce however it reportedly involved three vehicles 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/6.jpg


and the deceased was a female passenger in one of the vehicles. The weather conditions 

at the time 0f the crash were reportedly poor. 

November 22, 2013 

Skid Testing on Gravel Shoulders – Continued Research 

At Gorski Consulting we continue to conduct research into how vehicles lose directional 

control on rural highways. Part of that research involves skid testing on gravel shoulders 

and identification/documentation of the resultant tire marks for comparison to the 

evidence that is found in real-life collisions. 

In our most recent testing we used a 2000 Cadillac DTS in skid tests on a sloped gravel 

shoulder. This shoulder had been freshly re-graded by a road grader approximately 24 

hours before the testing. A view of the results of one of the tests is shown in the photo 

below. 

 

View of skid mark produced by left side tires of Cadillac versus the tire mark produced 
by a road grader that re-graded the shoulder approximately 24 hours before the testing 

was conducted. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/201.jpg


Interestingly, one might conclude by looking at the thinner skid mark next to the wider 

tire mark of the road grader in the above photo that the skid mark was caused by a 

tracking tire rather than from a tire of a vehicle involved in a maximum braking test. 

Although the vehicle was equipped with a functioning ABS braking system one can see 

that the final portion of the skid mark provides this interesting finding. We hope to 

provide a full explanation of the testing and its results in the Articles page of this website 

in the near future. 

Five Children Nearly Drown in St. Louis Park Minnesota When Car Sinks In 

Pond 

It is being reported by The Associated Press that yesterday, November 21, 2013, car 

“veered” off a U.S. highway ramp and into a nearby pond. The driver escaped the 

sinking vehicle but five children remained in the vehicle as by-standers attempted their 

rescue. Reports indicate that the children were pulled out of the submerged vehicle 

between 25 and 45 minutes after the crash. The children were reportedly “unconscious 

and unresponsive” but their exact conditions were not known. 

The bias of the investigation and reporting is noted when a representative of the 

Minnesota State Patrol was “working to determine whether speed was a factor in the 

crash” yet there was not mention of any investigation to determine whether a guardrail 

should have been required at that location. When standing water exists next to a 

highway, especially in an area like a ramp where drivers have to make steering actions to 

remain on the road surface, a guardrail or other barrier must be a primary consideration 

to prevent such events as reported above. Although the final outcome is not known, it is 

quite conceivable that all six occupants of this vehicle could have drowned and that 

represents an unacceptable level of risk. 

November 21, 2013 

Was Chatham-Kent Police Cruiser Stopped In Live Lane of Highway 401 

When Rear-Ended?  

The Chatham, Ontario newspaper has reported that a Chatham-Kent Police Service 

(CKPS) vehicle was rear-ended yesterday evening on Highway 401, east of Comber, 

Ontario. Although injuries to two police officers were minor the consequences could 



have been much more serious. The newspaper article indicated that CKPS were 

conducting a vehicle stop along the eastbound lane of Highway 401 and ”The police 

officers were speaking to the driver they had stopped along the eastbound lanes…when 

the collision occurred”.  

It does not take much perception to observe that, when referring to the location of the 

collision the phrase “…along the eastbound lanes” was used while the obvious question 

that should have been answered was whether the cruiser was stopped within the 

eastbound lanes of the highway. 

This is an important question that was not answered and it is typical of the lack of 

information provided when a police vehicle is involved in a collision. This is a matter of 

considerable importance because the impact of a stopped vehicle on such a high speed 

highway can easily result in deaths. Given that a transport truck is involved the 

possibility of multiple deaths rises because such a large and massive vehicle can enter a 

state of loss-of-control and becomes difficult to bring to a stop. The result can be that 

the truck could potentially strike any vehicles in the vicinity beyond the original impact. 

 

Stopping a police cruiser in a live lane of a high-speed, multi-lane freeway can be 
extremely dangerous. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1.jpg


While laws have been enacted in Ontario requiring drivers to change lanes and slow 

down when encountering stopped emergency vehicles that creates a dangerous 

theoretical supposition that changing lanes and slowing down will create a safe 

situation. In fact those who reconstruct the details of serious motor vehicle collisions 

understand that a constant speed and remaining within a travel lane reduce the 

probability of creating a traffic conflict. Traffic conflicts develop precisely when drivers 

change their speed and move from one lane to another. When these actions are required 

to be performed in a limited time and distance and when there is a substantial traffic 

volume the probability that a traffic conflict will lead to a serious collision is increased. 

Drivers who may not be comfortable in performing a speed and lane change in a limited 

time can become pressured to do so because of the knowledge of the legislation that 

requires them to do so. We believe those who created the legislation did not fully 

appreciate the difference between theory and practice and this will not make emergency 

personnel or the general public any safer. 

A major problem exists because emergency personnel misunderstand and misjudge the 

fact that emergency lights and sirens do not necessarily prevent collisions but that they 

can be distracting and can prevent drivers from focusing on other matters besides the 

presence of those bright lights and loud sirens. Successful guidance of a vehicle through 

a complex site requires the driver’s full attention on that guidance and 

unusual/uncommon scenarios located near stopped emergency vehicles create an 

opportunity for driver error. In the mix of high speeds and stopped vehicles there is a 

high likelihood that drivers will not be able to detect sufficient information to inform 

them that an emergency vehicle is stopped as opposed to moving slowly or slower. For 

example, research indicates that drivers typically cannot detect closing speed with 

sufficient accuracy until a vehicle ahead is substantially less than 200 metres away. 

When drivers come to the mistaken belief that a stopped vehicle is in motion the 

problem is escalated because they may turn their attention away from that vehicle 

believing there is still a sufficient avoidance distance, and they may glance to evaluate 

other facts, such as whether a nearby lane is vacant, without appreciating that action is 

required in a much shorter time than they assumed. These are the kinds of practical 

problems that exist in real life that are often over-looked by persons who do not 

understand those practical problems. 

 



UPDATE: NOVEMBER 22, 2013; 0745 HOURS 

In an update to the original article the Chatham newspaper now confirms that the CKPS 

cruiser was parked on the shoulder of Highway 401 when it was rear-ended by the 

transport truck. The truck driver, Parminder Singh Dhanga, of Brampton has been 

charged with careless driving. 

Jeff Outhit of Kitchener Record Newspaper Continues A High Quality of 

Reporting On Emergency Vehicle Collisions 

It is refreshing to observe the Kitchener Record newspaper making the effort to inform 

its readership about traffic issues with solid facts and research. In its most recent article 

its reporter, Jeff Outhit, has continued his scrutiny of government collision records, this 

time focusing on the issue of ambulance collision rates. 

 

Ambulance collisions were high-lighted in the Kitchener Record article, such as 
incidents where emergency lights and sirens not being activated. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-3.jpg


What is disturbing about the article is that there was no previous information given to 

the public about concerns that politicians had about “a troubled paramedic service”. 

Apparently an internal investigation in July 2012 revealed that a number of paramedics 

were not activating their emergency lights and sirens. Mr. Outhit wrote “Behind closed 

doors politicians asked why this was not detected sooner”. Although politicians were 

informed on a delayed basis, the public was never informed. Mr. Outhit’s article is the 

only one that addresses the issue. 

Of greater concern is the number of police vehicles that are involved in collisions during 

emergency responses. But that issue, or any facts or statistics, has never been discussed 

in public. It has been our observation that police vehicles travel at much higher speeds 

during emergencies than either ambulances or fire trucks, while their identification is 

sometimes hampered because some cruisers are “ghost” vehicles with little evidence of 

any exterior markings that they are indeed an emergency vehicle. 

November 18, 2013 

Site of Fiery Two-Fatal Collision Demonstrates Prohibited Passing Motions 

We have made some preliminary findings from the recent double-fatal, head-on 

collision on Highway 3 east of Belmont Road on November 15th, 2013. In that collision 

Pamela Keen and Patrick Harmon both perished. While evaluating the evidence at the 

site less than 15 hours after its occurrence we came across the following circumstance 

involving two westbound farm tractors on Highway 3 that passed through the accident 

site. While taking our photos we became aware of the first tractor as shown in the 

eastward view of Highway 3 in the photo shown below. 



 

View, looking eastbound from the approximate location of the double-fatal, head-on 
collision on Highway 3 just east of Belmont Road. A motorcycle is seen passing one of 

two farm tractors. 

We can see a motorcycle passing this green-coloured farm tractor in a zone where the 

“passing allowed” zone has terminated. But if we look further into the background of the 

photo we can also see a red-coloured tractor that is being passed by another westbound 

vehicle, also in a no-passing zone. 

In fact, when we examined the photos that were taken just previous to the one above, we 

noted that at least two of the other four vehicles that we presently see in front of the 

green tractor also passed it on the down slope of this sag in the highway. 

The next photo below was taken just 2 to 3 seconds after the first. In it we can see that 

the motorcycle has managed to return to its own side of the road just as some eastbound 

vehicles approach. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/2-4.jpg


 

View of scenario just a few seconds after the first photo was taken. 

And again, the third photo below was taken just 2 to 3 seconds later. Again we see the 

progress of events. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/3-2.jpg


 

View of scenario a few seconds after the second photo was taken. 

And again we see another photo below a few seconds later. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/4-.jpg


 

After the motorcycle has passed the green tractor we clearly see another vehicle making 
a passing motion over a double-solid centre-line. 

The above photos are being taken by us while standing in the vicinity where the double-

fatal head-on collision occurred just 15 hours earlier. That fatal collision occurred 

because a westbound vehicle was in the eastbound lane, similar to the position of the 

vehicle passing the tractor in the above photo. 

As the green tractor passed we then turned our attention to the red tractor that was 

following behind. Again, the tractor was being passed by vehicles in a no-passing zone, 

as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/5-2.jpg


 

Eastward view along Highway 3 showing a red tractor being passed in a no-passing zone 
just a few hundred metres east of the double-fatal head-on collision. 

In these circumstances the two tractors were travelling at a slow speed and therefore the 

passing motions were accomplished quickly and within a relatively short distance. 

However, certain drivers are willing to take greater risks, ignoring the roadway 

markings and passing when their line of sight is not sufficient. The additional problem is 

that such risk-takers do not take into account that the speed of on-coming traffic could 

be faster than normal. It is known that drivers have greater difficulty detecting the speed 

of on-coming traffic on a roadway that contains horizontal and vertical alignments such 

as the one at the present site. 

The photo below shows a view looking westward from east of the sag that is located east 

of the point of impact of the double-fatal collision. Although a driver looking westward 

might believe that the line of sight is substantial that driver cannot detect the speed of 

on-coming vehicles due to the geometry of the road. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/15-.jpg


 

View, looking west toward the sag and curve of Highway 3 east of the area of impact. 
The point of impact was located on the upslope of the sag near the end of the guardrail 

visible in the background of this view. 

The photo below is an eastward view showing the area of impact in the eastbound lane 

of Highway 3. The darker area in the eastbound lane is where the westbound Grand Prix 

came to rest and caught fire. The precise point of impact was located at the south edge of 

the eastbound lane and on the south, concrete gutter of that lane as evidenced by the 

presence of typical, fresh gouges at that location. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/3-11.jpg


 

View, looking east, toward the area of impact between the Grand Prix and Honda Civic. 
The dark area on the eastbound lane is where the Grand Prix came to rest as it caught 

fire. 

The photo below shows a view looking northward from the south side of the eastbound 

lane of Highway 3 next to the area of impact. The gouges shown at the south edge of the 

eastbound lane are typical of what would be expect from a head-on collision. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/6-1.jpg


 

View, looking north, from the south side of the eastbound lane of Highway 3 showing 
the fresh gouges located at the edge of the eastbound lane and on the south concrete 

gutter. This is where the Grand Prix and Honda Civic collided. 

The photo below shows a view of some yaw marks on the south paved shoulder of 

Highway 3 just east of the area of impact. It is most likely that this vehicle was involved 

in the impact and then passed to the east of it where it came to rest. This interpretation 

is complicated by the presence of a third vehicle, reportedly a pick-up truck, that 

reportedly struck the Grand Prix and Honda Civic. Therefore it is not certain whether 

the yaw marks originated from the eastbound Honda or the eastbound Pick-up truck. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/8-1.jpg


 

View, looking east, along the south paved shoulder of Highway 3 just east of the area of 
impact. Two diverging yaw marks can be seen on that paved shoulder and they indicate 

how an eastbound vehicle passed the area of impact, rotating counter-clockwise, and 
came to rest in the middle of the westbound lane in the background. 

In these instances where we only have the site evidence to examine it is more difficult to 

provide a full explanation of collision events, especially when more than two vehicles 

become involved. There is no doubt that a significant impact occurred on the south side 

of the eastbound lane but without the ability to examine the damage to any of the three 

vehicles involved we cannot carry this evaluation any further. 

Despite the probable old age of the Grand Prix we should still be concerned whenever a 

fire might have led to the death of a vehicle occupant. Anyone might become involved in 

a similar incident in the future and the cause of the circumstances may not necessarily 

be the age of the vehicle. 
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November 16, 2013 

Fiery Death In Elgin County – Public Deserves Further Information 

Another incident has reportedly occurred where a vehicle caught fire following, or 

during, a serious collision on Highway 3 east of St. Thomas yesterday evening. The 

London Free Press newspaper has reported that the collision resulted in the death of the 

driver of a Pontiac Grand Prix whose vehicle caught fire and driver was “…unable to get 

out…”. In keeping with past history this is all that the public is likely to hear about the 

circumstances of this tragedy. 

We fully understand the competing issues. When a tragedy like this occurs we 

appreciate a family’s right to be protected from the reminders of this event. This has 

been the over-riding argument for not discussing the matter in the media or any of its 

specifics. But that is not the only issue. There is also the issue of prevention of such 

occurrences so that we may reduce the likelihood that a future family does not have to 

experience the same fate. The reality is that, when the public is not given the 

opportunity to understand what occurred, incidents like these become mere statistics 

that become filed with similar others without any further action. We believe there is 

tremendous power and potential for change when the public is properly informed and is 

able to discuss an issue with authority. 

Along with our recent postings regarding the inadequacy of roadside barriers and the 

number of drownings of drivers whose vehicles exit the roadway into nearby water, we 

have also posted several incidents where fires have occurred in collisions. 

It was only about 4 weeks ago that we posted our comments regarding a fatal collision 

on Lynedoch Road, in Norfolk County in which a driver was killed when his vehicle 

reportedly stuck a grouping of trees. The cause of the death was reported as if the driver 

died from the impact with the trees. Yet the vehicle also caught fire. The format of the 

wording surrounding that incident did not escape us as a further article reported that 

“Police are still attempting to identify the victim”. Why would it be so difficult for police 

to identify the victim if the cause of death was simply from injuries due to the impact? 

We had examined the site and knew that the extent of damage caused to the trees would 

not indicate such a severe impact that the identity of the driver would be difficult to 

detect. We asked: Did the driver remain in the vehicle when it caught fire? Was his 



cause of death really related to the impact or was it related to the fire? We fully 

understand that it is an uncomfortable issue to discuss, but there is the over-riding issue 

that if it is not discussed it leads to the potential of it occurring again. 

We also reported (October 24, 2013) on a little-known incident that was only reported in 

the small-circulation Aylmer Express newspaper where a PT Cruiser caught fire after 

striking a deer. One would not expect much vehicle damage and that was evident in the 

photo accompanying the article. But why did this fire occur? We stated: 

“Imagine the tragedy if this vehicle had been occupied by two children in 

infant carriers that required their removal by an adult and what if that 

adult was unable to reach them, and the fire could not be put out in time. 

Can we not imagine the tragedy if these children perished in the resulting 

fire?” 

Issues like these need to be brought forward before they become a reality. They are not 

pretty and they are not easy to discuss. As difficult as the discussion may be, it will be 

more difficult when we have to explain why we did nothing when the opportunity was 

available to us to prevent a future tragedy. 

November 13, 2013 

Doctoring of Causes in Accident Reports – A Threat to Public Safety 

With the arrival of the first significant snowfall in south-western Ontario the annual 

tirade begins amongst those pundits who know everything about why collisions occur on 

snow-covered roadways. Police investigating these instances are at the top of the list in 

becoming experts about human behavior and motor vehicle accident reconstruction 

while having very little actual training or experience in these matters. Every year we 

hear the continual news item where the police expert discusses the stupidity of drivers 

who do not “drive for the road conditions” and instruct drivers ”when you see snow go 

slow”. These are catchy propaganda but they are of little substance. 

CTV News in London quoted Sergeant Tom O’Brien of the London City Police today and 

this high-lights an important safety issue: 



London police Sgt. Tom O’Brien says they hear all kinds of excuses “A lot of them will 

write icy conditions and we just have to scratch that out and reconsider it because the 

icy conditions aren’t the cause of the crash – it’s driver action such as going too fast for 

the conditions, following too closely, making an improper turn.” 

These actions by police should be a great concern, as we have observed this exact bias on 

numerous occasions. Municipalities have an obligation of monitoring road conditions 

and maintaining them to a reasonable level of safety. When that maintenance is not 

performed properly many police jurisdictions are hiding that fact by failing to indicate 

the presence of this lack of maintenance. While driver error is a major issue that needs 

discussion, so too does lack of proper roadway maintenance. When officials responsible 

for the official documentation of these causes show such obvious bias it is not possible to 

develop an effective plan to further reduce injury and death rates. 

November 5, 2013 

Safety Experts Who Have Been “Asleep At the Switch” Call For 

Transparency in Rail Safety Plans 

It would appear ironic that we would criticize the actions of so-called safety experts who 

are concerned about the secrecy with which rail safety plans are kept from the public. 

While we greatly agree and applaud that concern we also point out the fact that secrecy 

has been the hallmark of Canadian policy when it comes to informing the Canadian 

public about transportation safety in general. Yet we have not heard any collective 

response of concern from any safety group. 

The Toronto Star newspaper has published an article in its November 5, 2013 edition 

called “Canadian rail safety plans kept secret from public”. In that article it raises the 

concern that safety plans that are developed by private rail companies are not accessible 

to the public and that should be a concern. 

As an example, the Montreal Maine and Atlantic Railway was the firm involved in the 

Lac-Megantic derailment and explosions. Its Chairman, Edward Burkhardt, was quoted 

by the Star as saying MMA has a robust safety management system that is approved by 

Transport Canada, “However, considering the amount of litigation now surrounding the 



tragedy, we have elected to keep this material private at present”. Despite the fact that 

dozens of Canadians were killed in this disaster. 

What appears to have awoken the news media to this disaster is that it was difficult to 

keep out of the news. The massive, fiery explosion awoke many citizens who would 

otherwise be eating their crunchies in front of a soap opera or sporting event. Now, 

suddenly, experts are being quoted in news articles about this “new” danger. Yet this 

secrecy about transportation safety policy has certainly increased in the province of 

Ontario in the last decade or so without even a whisper of concern. As the Chairman of 

MMA confirmed, governments and all those private companies responsible for the 

public’s safety are concerned about the prospect of civil litigation. This is the driving 

force that keeps their actions secret. Until there is a legitimate discussion about this 

problem it will fester like any open wound that we inexplicably want to ignore. 
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